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Hello CKSII Community! 
	 Do you love our events that we hold such as, the Eggfest Egg Hunt, Grillin’ 
& Chillin’ in the Park, Movie in the Park and the Holiday Hayride? Do you have 
other ides of events you would like to see held? We NEED your help! In order 
to hold community events, it takes the community and unfortunately the volun-
teering in this community falls on the same group of people event after event and 
we need more help. Currently 2026 events are in jeopardy of not happening if 

we can’t get more help from our amazing community. The time commitment 
involved in volunteering for the Social Committee and helping with these events is 
very minimal. If we continue with the events that we currently have, it is even less 
time involved as the awesome committee we do have, has made it really a plug and 
play situation. We now just need more help plugging into the volunteering aspect. 
Please consider joining us on Thursday, February 19th, 2026 to learn about this 
committee and to see how you can help out for its continued success. This is a great 
way to meet your neighbors and build the community you live in. Please reach out 
to Andi Elkins, andi@cksii.org with questions. We hope to see you on the 19th!

Snow Removal 
From Your 

Private Property
	 Many local laws require residents 
to clear sidewalks within 24 hours 
after a snowstorm to allow safe use by 
pedestrians. This is particularly import-
ant along school pedestrian routes to 
prevent children from having to walk 
in the street.
	 Owners must place snow from their 
sidewalks onto their front yard or other 
areas of their own property, and not 
into the street. This practice reduces 
the number of icy areas on streets and 
ensures proper drainage flow into the 
storm sewer once snow melts.

–https://www.codot.gov/travel/
snow-removal

HomeGoods Designers Reveal 
The Biggest Decor Trends For 2026

Story by Maddie Topliff
	 The year’s biggest trends are all about enhancing warmth, nostalgia, and natural 
beauty in your home. Decorating your home can be a daunting task – where do you 
even begin? If freshening up your space is on your to-do list this year, you don’t 
have to start from scratch. Here are the top decor trends that will dominate the next 
12 months, according to HomeGoods designers.
1. 	 Modern Equestrian Elegance
	 Former horse girls, this is your moment. “Inspired by the timeless charm of 
the countryside, this look blends  rustic equestrian touches with a refined, modern 
sensibility,” says Jenny Reimold, HomeGoods featured finder and interior design-
er. “Think rich leather chairs, plaid textiles, and dark wood pieces that bring both 
warmth and sophistication.” But how far do you take the elevated horse girl aesthet-
ic? “You don’t need a stable – just subtle nods like brass horseshoe bowls, glass-
framed riding prints, or a saddle-style ottoman,” Reimold says.
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The CKSII REVIEW is published and distributed monthly by the 
Columbine Knolls South II Homeowners’ Association, a non-profit 
homeowners’ association. It has a circulation of 565. To contact any 
member of the board, please email cksii.info@gmail.com. To contact any 
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News Articles
All articles and “Letters to the Editor” must be approved by the editor 
for publication. No endorsement of any product or service is implied or 
stated by its inclusion in the newsletter. “Letters to the Editor” must be 
signed, include a phone number and preferably be 300 words or less. 
The deadline for news articles is the 15th of the month before the next 
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Renee Cunningham at Renee@cksii.org.
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Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   

Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 

To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommenda-
tion or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered 
therein. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors 
and not of the Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the 
Board, publisher nor the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion 
through this publication. 

Columbine Kiwanis 
	 If one of your resolutions is to help the local community, 
join  Columbine Kiwanis
	 A few things we are proud of:
	 •	 Over $15,000 collected for the Salvation Army.  Thank 

you to the King Soopers Stores and people who donated 
to our kettles.

	 •	 250 Meals on Wheels Deliveries.
	 •	 12 Project Cure Medical supplies sorting.
	 •	 Blood Drive - December
	 •	 50 days working at the Sheridan Food Bank. Usually 

Thursdays
	 •	 Socials every month.
	 •	 And much more
	 Upcoming projects that you can help.
	 •	 Sheridan Food Bank – Thursday preparing distribution 

and distributing food.
	 •	 Project Cure – once a month – Sorting Medical Supplies
	 •	 Meals on Wheels – Every Weekday-(Each member 

about once a month) 
	 •	 Blood Drive – March
	 •	 Working with Schools
	 If you’re looking for hands-on service opportunities or want 
to meet active community members, join us! Details on upcom-
ing projects and events are shared in our weekly newsletter—
email info info@columbinekiwanis.org to subscribe. Visit 
columbinekiwanis.org or come for a free breakfast at our week-
ly meeting every Wednesday at 7 a.m. at 4Gs Restaurant, 5950 
S Platte Canyon Rd, Littleton. Or email me at KenSweet@
Gmail.com. 

The Love Letter Project
12-26-25 to 02-08-26
Aspen Grove 7301 S. Santa Fe Drive, Littleton
In partnership with ROX Arts Gallery
	 Now in its 6th year, the Love Letter Project invites you to 
help spread a little warmth where it matters most. We’re asking 
our community to create and share handwritten Valentine’s 
cards for neighbors served by Nourish Meals on Wheels and 
Meals on Wheels recipients across the Denver metro area.
	 These cards are delivered by hand before Valentine’s Day, 
each one a small reminder that someone is thinking of them.
How to Take Part
	 •	 Make a card. Handmade cards are encouraged, but 

heartfelt words matter more than perfection.
	 •	 Drop it off at ROX Arts Gallery or in the mailbox right 

next to the gallery.
	 •	 No stamp needed. Cards are hand-delivered by Meals 

on Wheels volunteers.
	 •	 Please do not seal your card.
	 •	 Write as many as you’d like. One card is lovely. Many 

are even better.
Why It Matters
	 Nourish Meals on Wheels serves homebound Littleton resi-
dents, and this project also reaches Meals on Wheels recipients 
throughout the Denver metro area. For many, your card may be 
the only Valentine’s Day card they receive. A few kind words 
can turn an ordinary day into something quietly unforgettable.

National Don’t Cry 
Over Spilled Milk Day
	 On February 11th, Don’t Cry Over Spilled Milk Day pro-
motes a positive attitude even when things might not be going 
your way. It’s a day for looking on the bright side of things 
and then carrying that feeling with you every day after. Do not 
worry, and do not stress over the little things. Life is too short 
to let the little things bother us. 
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2. 	 Contemporary Classicism
	 What sounds like an oxymoron is more attainable than you 
think, according to  The Brownstone Boys. “It’s about mix-
ing timeless materials and shapes with fresh, modern accents,” 
say Barry and Jordan, HomeGoods featured finders and interior 
designers. “Think: the charm of a brownstone parlor with the 
playfulness of contemporary color and form.”
	 If you want to give this trend a try, the Brownstone Boys 
recommend pieces like turned-leg tables or carved frames 
paired with contemporary staples like colorful textiles or 
abstract art.
3. 	 Bold Takes on Rich Neutrals
	 Color drenching – more on that later – was huge in 2025, 
and 2026 is looking no different. But if color drenching is a lit-
tle intense for your taste, HomeGoods featured finder and home 
& garden expert Ursula Carmona has some advice on how to 
(earth) tone it down. “In 2026, neutrals are becoming  cozy, 
rich, and full of warmth – think layered tones that feel grounded 
yet elevated,” Carmona says. “From  earthy browns  and sun-
washed taupes to muted versions of color like deep navy or 
olive, this new wave of neutrals embraces depth and character. 
Texture plays a starring role, adding dimension through materi-
als that feel tactile and lived-in.”
4. 	 Refined American Revival
	 In 2026, we’re leaning back into old-fashioned Americana, 
which has us feeling finer than frog hair split four ways. “A 
new wave of American style is making its way back – think 
laidback, inviting, and nostalgic,” Reimhold says. “It’s a mix of 
heritage patterns, denim blues, and hand-stitched details paired 

with modern lighting and clean lines. Picture a country home 
with a city edge filled with decor that feels both timeworn and 
timeless.”
5. 	 Natural Materials
	 “In 2026, painted cabinetry and high-gloss finishes are out, 
making way for the warmth of real wood and natural textures,” 
Reimhold says. “Medium oak, walnut, and mahogany tones 
bring depth and authenticity back into the home, while stone, 
linen, and organic cottons create a soft, timeless foundation. 
The focus is on materials that age gracefully and feel handcraft-
ed rather than manufactured.”
	 Further elevate natural finishes and fabrics with smart 
updates. “Natural materials are still leading the way, but in 2026, 
they’re getting a refined, sculptural update,” the Brownstone 
Boys say. “Taking tactile, natural elements like  linen and rat-
tan balanced with sleek stone and glass, brings dimension and 
harmony to any space, while touches of greenery and sculptural 
branches add effortless movement.” 
6. 	 Color Drenching
	 As hinted at above, color drenching is back and better than 
ever. “In 2026, the trend is expanding beyond paint and into 
the realm of furniture, textiles, and accents, creating spaces that 
feel both dramatic and immersive,” Carmona says. “The tradi-
tional 60-30-10 rule – a design principle where 60% of a room’s 
color comes from dominant elements like walls, 30% from 
secondary pieces like furniture, and 10% from smaller accents 
– is evolving. That primary 60% is now stretching to 70 or even 
80%, depending on how bold you want to go.” So if you can’t 
get enough of your favorite hue, don’t hold back now.

Biggest Decor Trends, continued from front page 
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BODYBAR Pilates Littleton is coming soon and
now is the time to snag our LOWEST RATES

EVER - 

FOR LIFE!

12482 W Ken Caryl Ave. Suite B3
Littleton, CO 80127

720.822.7944

Contact us today!

EXCLUSIVEFounding Member
SALE

Don’t miss your chance to become part of a
community that is 

BALANCED. ATHLETIC. REAL. 

https://bodybarpilates.com/studios/littleton/

Price Lock Guarantee
         on All Plans.

Paying More For The Same Unreliable Internet?Paying More For The Same Unreliable Internet?

Switch To Fiber. Switch to BAM.Switch To Fiber. Switch to BAM.

CALL BAM Today!
303-551-6152303-551-6152
bambroadband.com

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

BOOST Your Business In 2026: 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Our March deadline 
is February 15th. 

Locally owned and operated.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

303-979-7499
NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches  
the specific households in your target neighborhoods.  
Every person who receives the newsletter is a  
potential customer within a few miles of your door.

The Trust Factor: Local print publications are  
valued sources of community news and events.  
Aligning your business with this trusted medium  
instantly boosts your own credibility and reputation.

Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show 
people retain information from print ads better than  
digital ones. The tactile experience creates a stronger,  
more lasting impression.

You Can’t Click Away From Print: A physical  
newsletter sits on coffee tables, gets pinned to  
refrigerators, and is shared among family members.  
Your ad stays visible for days, not seconds.

•

•

•

•

BOOST Your Business In 2026: 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Our March deadline is February 15th. 

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches households  
in your target neighborhoods. Every person who receives the  
newsletter is a potential customer within a few miles of your door.

Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show people 
retain information from print ads better than digital ones. The  
tactile experience creates a stronger, more lasting impression.

You Can’t Click Away From Print: A physical newsletter sits on 
coffee tables, gets pinned to refrigerators, and is shared among 
family members. Your ad stays visible for days, not seconds.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

303-979-7499
NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

BOOST Your Business In 2026: 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!
Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches households  
in your target neighborhoods. Every person who receives the  
newsletter is a potential customer within a few miles of your door.
Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show people 
retain information from print ads better than digital ones. The  
tactile experience creates a stronger, more lasting impression.

303-979-7499
info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

Our March deadline 
is February 15th. 

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

BOOST Your Business In 2026! 

303-979-7499
NewsletterConnections.com

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches households  
in your target neighborhoods. Every person who receives the  
newsletter is a potential customer within a few miles of your door.
Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show people 
retain information from print ads better than digital ones. The  
tactile experience creates a stronger, more lasting impression.

Chocolate Cherry Blossoms
Prep Time: 10 minutes
Cook Time: 12 minutes
Additional Time: 5 minutes
Total Time: 27 minutes

INGREDIENTS:
Cherry Blossom Cookies
	 •	 1 c. butter softened
	 •	 1 c. powdered sugar
	 •	 4 t. cherry juice from the maraschino jar
	 •	 1/2 c. maraschino cherries chopped
	 •	 3/4 t. almond extract
	 •	 2 1/2 c. flour
	 •	 1 bag Hershey Kisses – dark chocolate is my favorite
Glaze
	 •	 1 cup powdered sugar
	 •	 1 Tablespoon water
	 •	 1 teaspoon almond extract

INSTRUCTIONS:
	 •	 Preheat the oven to 350 F.
	 •	 Put the butter and sugar in a mixer bowl and beat until 

creamy. 1 c. butter,1 c. powdered sugar
	 •	 Add the cherry juice, chopped cherries, and almond 

extract to the bowl and mix to combine. You can also 
add food coloring if you want to make the cookies even 
more pink.

	 •	 4 t. cherry juice,1/2 c. maraschino cherries,3/4 t. almond 
extract

	 •	 Mix in the flour until it is well combined. The dough 
will be dry, but it should be wet enough to make into 
balls. If you think it is too dry add more cherry juice, 1 
teaspoon at a time. 2 1/2 c. flour

	 •	 Form the dough into balls that are about 1 1/2” round. If 
you make the balls too small the kisses will overwhelm 
the cookies. Place the cookie balls on ungreased sheet 
cookie sheets or cookie sheets covered with parchment 
paper or a silcone baking mat.

	 •	 Bake the chocolate cherry blossoms at 350 for 10-12 
min., until bottom edge turns light golden brown.

	 •	 While the cookies are baking unwrap the Hershey’s 
kisses. Leave the cookies on the cookie sheet when they 
are done and gently push a kiss into the middle of each 
cookie. Keep them on the tray for another 5 minutes and 
then put them on cooling racks. 1 bag Hershey Kisses – 
dark chocolate is my favorite

	 •	 Cool completely before making the optional glaze. To 
make glaze stir the powdered sugar, water and almond 
extract together. Drizzle over the top of the cookies 
and let it harden. 1 cup powdered sugar, 1 Tablespoon 
water,1 teaspoon almond extract

In the coldest February, as in every other month 
in every other year, the best thing to hold on to

 in this world is each other.
–Linda Ellerbee
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Interior Painting. Detail oriented. Affordable.
Free Estimates. Jeff 720-877-4154 
Full time fireman looking for part time work. 
30 yrs exp doing all types of home improve-
ments. I can help w/ all your home/handyman 
needs. Sean 720-320-1177. 
TH Consulting. Providing handyman  
services. Please call Trent 720-226-5586.
New customers Furnace inspection $49.99  
(parts/addl labor not incl.) Emporia Home Ser-
vices, your local HVAC specialist. 303-909-2018
REMODELS – Harlow Kitchen & Bath –  
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, and more!  
HarlowKitchenandBath.com – Les Harlow –  
720-218-4722 – 35 years of experience 
Tutoring - provides homework help, strength-
ens skills, and/or enrichment. Call/text Nancy,  
licensed teacher K-6, 303-932-9745 for availability. 

Highlands Pride Ptg, Inter/Exterior- 303-738-9203 
Lisa’s Music Studio. Piano, Guitar, Banjo, Uku-
lele, Viola, Violin, Cello, & Drums. 303-883-1157. 
Grass or Corn fed beef for sale - farm fresh,  
all natURal, straight from our CO ranch to your 
table. Cattle prices are on the rise. Get your 
beef now in bulk. Sold by 1/4, 1/2 or whole.  
Call 719-349-0679. KSayles@plainstel.com
DIVORCE BOOTCAMP.  GET THE FACTS from a 
panel of experts.  2nd Saturday of each month, 9-11 
a.m. St. Philip Lutheran Church, 7350 S. Kendall 
Blvd. FREE www.divorceadvicecolorado.com 
JACK OF ALL TRADES. Residential & Business 
Maintenance and Repairs. What do you need 
done? Burt 720-532-2685 or burtagent@gmail.com
Aminals Petsitting Service - Pet sitting (in your 
home). Bonded & ins. Refs. avail. Call Nancy & 
Rick (Owner/Operator) at 303-335-6237.  

Mike the Plumber - Your reliable neighborhood 
plumber for  14 yrs. Competitive rates.  Free es-
timate. 720-422-8139 
Winter Special - 30% off small interior paint 
jobs. Call Tom 720-935-2846.
OB PAINTING. $500 off exterior/ 10% off  
interior. Free Estimates. Rob: 303-908-9063.
Tree by Mr. B. Your pruning&tree need special-
ists. Doug 303-932-2514, free est, 30+yrs. fully ins. 
MUSIC LESSONS! Piano, Guitar, Bass, Trusted 
teacher 20+yrs, Great w/ kids. Text 720-297-8767 
Drywall - Basement finishes - Remodeling. 
Years of exp. w/ refs. Gary 303-829-6363
For Sale: Vail Run Timeshare. 1 bedroom with 2 
queen beds + sleeper sofa in living area (sleeps 6). 
Full kitchen and bath. Shuttle to slopes. 4th week 
in Janaury. $2400. Call Steve 720-231-8674. 

CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work 
on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!

Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 characters/line). Contact Newsletter Connections at 303-979-7499 or info@NewsletterConnections.com 
to place an ad. To view our display ad prices, visit our website at NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline for placing a classified or display ad 
is the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a deadline of December 
6th. Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

Call Jenell Sobas  
303-484-1763 

key2medicare.com 
contact@key2medicare.com

10268 West Centennial Rd, Suite 200K, Littleton 
(near Chatfield and Kipling)

Turning 65 or Retiring Soon? Questions About Medicare?

We’ll explain your options so you can make an informed decision 
•  When and how to sign-up for Medicare? What are Parts A, B, C, D? 
•  No fee or obligation for an analysis specific to your situation 
•  How much will Medicare “cost”?  
•  Should you stay on your employer group plan? 
•  Medicare Supplements vs. Advantage plans

Personalized Guidance  
From Experts In Medicare Planning

Currently we represent 13 organizations which offer 138 products 
in the state of Colorado. You can always contact Medicare.gov, 
1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program 

(SHIP) for help with plan choices.

Medicare Made Easy with the Right Key

We are a LOCAL Insurance Agency that can help you!

If January is the month of change, 
February is the month of lasting change. 

January is for dreamers… February is for doers.
–Marc Parent

This Space 
Intentionally Left Blank 

for Teen Services
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7142 W. Morraine Dr.
Littleton, CO 80128
303-979-7499
info@NewsletterConnections.com
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Hello neighbor,
I'm not just another real estate agent, I'm also your
neighbor, an active volunteer in our community
and a top performing REALTOR® for the last 11
consecutive years! I'd love to offer my services and
resources to you or those you know looking for
outstanding service and market knowledge. From
your 1st home to cross country relocation,
upsizing, downsizing and everything in-between,
I'll provide the service excellence you deserve! I
look forward to serving you through every chapter
of your real estate story! 

303.842.2306 | jblake5280@gmail.com

"From start to finish Jennifer was the optimal

professional and her ideas in marketing our home

were spectacular! She was in constant contact and

kept us updated on everything throughout the

process. We couldn't have found anyone better!!!" 

- Seller in CKSII

Columbine Knolls South II

February  2026  Rea l  Es ta t e  Upda te

Source, Metrolist 1/15/2026. Reliable, not guaranteed. Sales were not necessarily sold by Novella.  If you have a brokerage relationship with another agency this is not a solicitation.

CKSII Recent Market Activity

Office (303)350-5838

SQ FT

A: Active | P: Pending | C: Closed

 your CKSII Real Estate SpecialistJennifer Blake

2025         $885,000                67                       17
2018         $562,477                28                       18

CKSII Market Stats
   MEDIAN        Average Days        # Homes
Sales Price         on Market                Sold


